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2019 Pilot Summary 
In 2019, City Council allocated $20,000 to fund Spark Centennial.  
 
The goal of Spark Centennial is to test whether the City can partner with the community and businesses to get 
people off the couch and into our stores by activating the public spaces in our shopping centers with 
unexpected participatory places full of unforgettable experiences. 
 
It was clear the community was interested in participating in this program; nineteen applications were 
submitted between April and July. Staff worked diligently to select events that best fit the community-oriented 
goals of the program, and connected applicants with property owners who had spaces suited to their events.  
 
To date, the program has funded four Sparks, and has completed initial planning and design for a fifth for a 
sum of $16,281. 
 

 Blues, Bugs, and BBQ at University Towne Center hosted by Rolling Smoke BBQ 

 Video Game Tournament at Halfpenny Brewing (Arapahoe Village Center) hosted by SmashDen 

 Streets at SouthGlenn 10th Anniversary hosted by Alberta Development Partners 

 CATCHY: the Holi-play Edition brightened a vacant storefront at Streets at SouthGlenn, hosted by 

Futures United Network and Alberta Development Partners 

 YESway CANdo Sign Installation is tentatively planned for Cherrywood Square hosted by Futures 

United Network and Regency Centers 

The program also spurred an innovation fund award for $1,250 to test an Experience Economy Workshop 

where businesses learned about the experience economy and brainstormed ideas on how to incorporate it into 

their business plan. 

City funding has leveraged more than $30,000 in private funding to host these events, which collectively have 
attracted thousands of attendees. These events had very different scales, and were all deemed successful by 
the hosting organization. 
 

Event Location Host Attendees 

Blues, Bugs, & BBQ University Towne 
Center 

Rolling Smoke BBQ 
JFRCO, LLC 

500+ 

Video Game 
Tournament 

Arapahoe Village 
Center 

Halfpenny Brewing, 
SmashDEN 

86 

Streets at SouthGlenn 
10th Anniversary 

Streets at 
SouthGlenn 

Alberta Development 
Partners 

40,000+ 

CATCHY: Holi-play 
edition 

Streets at 
SouthGlenn 

OhHeckYeah, 
Alberta Development 
Partners 

980 

 



 
At these events, City Staff collected surveys from 136 attendees.  

 84% reported spending money at the event 

 78% interacted with someone new because of the event 

 73% said their perception of the shopping center improved because of the event 

 45% plan to attend a store in the shopping center because of the event 

 31% were visiting the shopping center for the first time 

More details about each event can be found on the following pages. 



 



 





  



 


