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Good afternoon and welcome to our 11" Annual State of Our City address. Year six for me! | am happy
to see so many familiar faces. As always it is a pleasure to be with you as we celebrate Centennial’s
latest accomplishments and look ahead to what we have in store for this year.

Before we get started | would like to take a moment for some recognitions. (please stand or wave)

Many thanks to:
Rotary Club President Marc Garfinkel and today’s event committee, especially Dee Seghers
The Embassy Suites for hosting us again this year.

I'd like to recognize other elected officials in the audience (state, county, local)

My fellow Mayors -Lone Tree Mayor Jim Gunning, Greenwood Village Mayor Ron Rakowsky, Aurora
Mayor Steve Hogan

County Commissioners, Nancy Doty, Nancy Sharpe, Rod Bockenfeld, Bill Holen, Nancy Jackson, Matt
Crane and Kelly Lear-Kaul.

Col. Sean McElhaney Pahia, from the Air Reserve Personnel Center at Buckley,

Thank you our three fire districts Cunningham Fire Chief Jerry Rhodes, South Metro Fire Chief Bob Baker
and Littleton Fire Chief Chris Armstrong.

Leadership from our two school districts — Littleton and Cherry Creek — thank you for the care you give
our children.

Members of Special Districts that serve our City — South Suburban Parks and Rec, SEMSWA, water and
sanitation districts, the Arapahoe Library District. We wouldn’t be such a stellar community without
you.

Close to home, our City Council:

Council Member Kathy Turley, Council Member Vorry Moon, Council Member Keith Gardner, Council
Member Doris Truhlar, Council Member and Mayor Pro Tem Ken Lucas, Council Member Mark Gotto,
Council Member Stephanie Piko and Council Member C.J. Whelan.

The terrific city leadership of our staff:
City Manager, John Danielson,
City Attorney, Bob Widner

The spouses who support all our leaders, especially mine, Jim. Thank you.
| would also like to recognize our contractors who provide the critical services that keep our city

humming along. CH2M keeps our streets in good shape, plowing snow, fixing potholes, mowing,
maintaining our park, staffing our 24/7 Citizen Response Center, enforcing the City codes and much



more. Safebuilt- our building services contractor who issued more permits each quarter of last year
while maintaining high customer service satisfaction. The Humane Society of the Pikes Peak Region is
the City’s Animal Service Provider. In 2014, they recorded their highest save rate to date with 99 percent
of impounded animals being reunited with their owners or found new homes for animals that were not
claimed. Of course public safety is something of great importance to all of us. | am proud to report
Centennial remains as one of the safest cities in Colorado with a population of more than 75,000. This
year we added School Resource Officers, two canine units, and expanded the Internet Crimes unit.
Thank you to the Arapahoe County Sheriff’s Office. Our three fire districts do not disappoint either- they
continue to keep us all safe and do brave outstanding work. So thank you to each of our partners and
the City staff that work together and make up an outstanding, highly performing team.

While we value this opportunity to get together, many of you know that I’'m a bit more comfortable
speaking in a less formal setting. And | finally have a good rationale:

Author Michael J. Gelb, stated “Over-seriousness is a warning sign for mediocrity and
bureaucratic thinking. People who are seriously committed to mastery and high performance
are secure enough to lighten up.”

Our theme this year is great performances and | think you will find we were pretty committed and found
time to lighten up.

As | look back at 2014 | must say it was full of many great performances. From the spectacular
community events the City hosted in the improved amphitheater at Centennial Center Park, to ribbon
cuttings and ground breakings of wonderful local businesses, to the City and our Park receiving national
recognition- this was the year we got to enjoy seeing years of hard work come together creating the
year of great “performances”. We had some pretty amazing events last year. A summer kick-off event
with fireworks and live music, movie nights, Farmer and Artisan Markets, the Annual Centennial Under
the Stars which included a spectacular laser light show and of course the annual holiday tree lighting
event with local schools singing carols which puts us all in the holiday spirit. Organizations throughout
the metro area are visiting our Park and hosting events there such as NAMI, Arapahoe Library District,
Smash Fest with Bret Michaels and more. | think we can all agree we have a unique park and a great
venue for these events — thanks to the funding made possible by Arapahoe County Open Space tax
dollars and the Colorado Lottery supported Conservation Trust funds. Thanks to you, we literally had
great performances at Centennial Center Park in 2014.

Who doesn’t know about the 5280 Top of the Town list? To make this list is quite an achievement. Well
last year Centennial Center Park was recognized by 5280 Magazine for its “behemoth playground” in the
Top of the Town issue. They also took note to our partnership with our local school districts to improve
playgrounds at some of our schools. Our very own Peabody Elementary was featured last month for
their coolest playground feature which is the Berliner rope climbing structure. If you ask me, these are
some pretty great performances in our City.

Not only did 5280 take notice but Centennial landed on two national lists as one of the Best Places to
Live: #13 on Money Magazine (up from #46 two years ago) and USA Today ranked Centennial #26.
Locally and nationally, others are acknowledging what we have known all along.

A picture is worth a thousand words so let’s review 2014...

Show highlight video



A great look back.

Our local economy is also performing well- homes are selling quickly, and record high building permits
show strong remodeling and construction activity. The City remains debt free, continues to see an
increase in sales tax revenues, maintains a high credit rating, and prides itself on doing economic
development differently. We attract, go after and achieve the unique and different such as IKEA, United
Launch, Seakr, AlloSource and Topgolf.

Our economic development strategy is to recruit, retain, and assist Centennial businesses to develop
and grow. Since Colorado is now one of the top states for business climate and job growth, Centennial
strives to be innovative in providing economic development services. In 2014, we started a program
that incorporates our contract model with traditional economic development services. We will utilize
some of the best economic development talent and our goal is to continue to provide a strong and
positive foundation for our business community. Let’s hear from some of our established and unique
businesses.

Show Economic Development video

Of course | would be remiss in not mentioning some businesses that opened or broke ground in 2014.
Viewhouse opened to much fanfare and has become extremely popular. This hotspot has a unique
feature - one of the largest, if not the largest TV in the metro area. At 200 sq. inches it can easily be seen
driving along I-25 - talk about distracted driving! Obviously this is a great place for watching sporting
events and the view isn’t too bad either.

Colorado’s first Topgolf broke ground in Centennial at Havana and Easter. There was an article recently
in Forbes about how Topgolf has created a new model of entertainment by transforming the driving
range of previous decades into a live entertainment venue. This model is obviously working as 10 new
locations are scheduled to open in 2015 and Centennial is fortunate to be one of those. If you haven’t
visited a Topgolf, | encourage you to visit ours when they open this year.

The Jones District moved forward on the City’s first transit oriented development just north of IKEA on
the west side of I-25. Visionary Glenn Jones is developing 42-acres of land into 1.8-million square feet of
mixed-use ‘Class A’ space, including commercial, retail and residential components. Businesses are
partnering with us for expanded access to the light rail station to benefit commuters. Thank you to the
Jones District, the Denver South Transportation Management Association, and Panorama Metro District.

We would like to welcome Arrow Electronics, a Fortune 500 company to Centennial. Arrow relocated its
headquarters just off I-25 and Dry Creek at the end of the year bringing 500 employees to our City.
Known for their innovative technologies, we think they fit right in.

Since January 2014, the City has processed four annexations totaling more than 170 acres. Three of
these annexations are in the area of I-25 and Dry Creek Rd. — Dry Creek Corporate Center, a mixed-used
development, Signature at Dry Creek near Maggianos, and Panorama Park newly purchased by Global
Miller. Our fourth annexation is further east, Centennial East Corporate Center near the Centennial
Medical Plaza. Altogether, these annexations have brought in more than 850,000 square feet of
commercial office space into the City and presented an opportunity for many more development
projects. Plans are under review for a multi-story commercial office building in Panorama Park and
Performance Cycle is well underway with the construction of their new building located off of Dry Creek



and I-25. Performance Cycle is Colorado’s largest motorcycle parts, accessories, and apparel store. Both
of these projects are the direct result of recent annexations into the City and affirm our business friendly
efforts. Welcome to Centennial!

While attracting new businesses is exciting, it is equally important to retain and help those companies
who already call Centennial home. Our city was the first community in the area to raise the Business
Personal Property Tax Exemption to $100,000 for the City’s share of the tax. Approximately 96 percent
of our 4000 businesses will not owe any Centennial BPPT. We strive to make doing business in
Centennial easier.

Also in 2014, we began implementing the final phase of the new Land Development Code by updating
the commercial zoning map. The primary purpose of the new Land Development Code that Council
adopted in 2010 is to protect the character of existing residential neighborhoods while providing a
consistent, streamlined development process. We want to make it easier for residential and commercial
property owners to improve their properties without expensive and time consuming red tape. With the
new code, commercial development is done in a compatible manner without the need to negotiate
development standards or improvements on a case by case basis. Predictable timelines and outcomes -
you know what is expected going in.

We can’t talk about business without thinking of the importance of our roadways in order for people get
to these businesses. Keeping our streets maintained in a “good” condition is still a top priority for City
Council —in all seasons.

Even with the efficiency of our snow plow route optimization, our residents expressed their desire for
better plowing. Last year we purchased five additional snow plows to enhance our snow removal
efforts. Crews were able to get to the major collector streets and provide access to schools and
businesses faster and complete plowing operations sooner. We also purchased a piece of ice cutting
equipment to take care of some of the problem areas we consistently experience every year. City
Council strives to be responsive to our citizens.

Of course regional transportation remains a high priority within the City. The design and ROW
acquisition for the critical road-widening project on Arapahoe Rd. from Waco St. to Himalaya Way is
nearly complete. Construction is starting shortly and will probably take a year to complete but this
project will greatly improve the safety and mobility of this corridor. Thank you to our partners,
Arapahoe County, the City of Aurora, and SEMSWA for helping get this regional improvement underway.

We continue to partner with CDOT, Arapahoe County, the City of Greenwood Village, and the Southeast
Public Improvement Metropolitan District in the next phase for improvements to the I-25 and Arapahoe
Road interchange. The design is over 30% complete with major utility relocation and resident outreach
regarding sound walls currently a focus. Construction is still a year away with completion targeted for
the end of 2017.

There is great progress on the C470 widening project. CDOT has chosen a design-build/tolled express
lane option to ease the peak hour gridlock and is working closely with the government agencies and
residents along the roadway for a successful outcome. Thanks to Douglas County for their leadership on
this project.



You’ll notice that partnerships, innovation and public outreach are key to transportation performance
and when complete, the “grand finale” of these regional transportation projects will be improved safety
and mobility for the entire region.

With so much constantly going on, it is important for us to keep our community informed in a variety of
ways. For years | talked about the City launching our social media and announced it last year at this
event. The City is on Facebook and Twitter and now provides neighborhood updates through Nextdoor.
Not only is the City on Twitter, your very own Mayor is too (@MayorNoon) and you can join in today’s
conversation by using the official event hashtag #StateofCentennial. Social media is constantly growing
in both users and platforms and we strive to use numerous methods for citizens to stay informed and be
engaged with the City. There is also a section on the City website for you to register to receive electronic
notifications specific to what you want to know about whether it be press releases, construction
projects, events. You may also register for Council and the Business Monthly e-newsletters and my
Mayor quarterly e-newsletter. Of course, our 24/7 Citizen Response Center is always available for timely
guestions and reporting issues.

So time really does fly when we are having fun. It’s hard to believe this September marks 15 years since
the vote to become a City. Of course, we need to celebrate with pancakes in honor of our founding
fathers enjoying breakfast at the Pancake House when the idea to become a City came to life. We will
be having a pancake breakfast at Centennial Center Park on September 12- the actual day the vote took
place 15 years ago. | hope you will join us. Also on September 12 is the Colorado Chili and Salsa Festival
in the Park, plan on having lunch and dinner that day as well.

The other new event this year is the Centennial Chalk Art Festival which is the following weekend. Some
of you may be familiar with this event in Larimer Square every year. That event is still taking place
downtown but the Larimer Arts Association is adding a second event at Centennial Center Park. Given
our experience with wet weather for our events, we were relieved to hear the chalk used is rain
resistant! We are looking forward to meeting the artists and enjoy their incredible chalk art.

Of course our annual movie nights and live concerts are still happening this summer-as well as Farmers
Markets, German Fest, and a number of 5k races. You can view the list by visiting the City website
CentennialCO.Gowv.

Sounds like another year of great performance but 2015 is also shaping up as the year of innovation.

We are very excited to be one of 14 worldwide cities awarded a Bloomberg Foundation Innovation
Grant. These three year grants are designed to help spread innovation in the public sector, something
Centennial endorses wholeheartedly! At our first Innovation Conference earlier this year, we were
pleased to see what is considered innovation in some communities is current practice in Centennial. We
are currently putting together our “i-team”, which is our own “think tank”. The Centennial i-team will
initially focus on improving mobility across all modes of transportation throughout the City making our
community even better. However many other ideas may be explored. Centennial is the smallest city by
population (106,114) receiving the grant and joins Albuquerque, NM; Boston, MA; Centennial, CO,
Jersey City, NJ; Long Beach, CA; Los Angeles, CA; Mobile, Al; Minneapolis, MN; Peoria, IL; Rochester, NY;
Seattle, WA and Syracuse, NY; as well as Jerusalem and Tel Aviv.



As we all know, in today's business environment access to telecommunication services and ultra-fast
broadband is a key priority when deciding where to locate new facilities. Technology is continuously
evolving at a very rapid pace and it is important for the City of Centennial to be at the forefront of these
technological improvements so we have the ability to compete in a global environment. Governing
Magazine recognized Centennial as the most internet connected city with a population over 100,000 —
96% of our households have internet access. Therefore, we continue to investigate opportunities for the
City to utilize its existing fiber optic infrastructure. In 2014, we hired a consultant to assist us in exploring
these opportunities starting with a physical inventory of our existing conduit and fiber and
implementing a public outreach process to establish current levels of service and identify realistic future
needs. The City also became one of the inaugural partner cities to participate in a national broadband
initiative called Next Century Cities. We are working with the participating cities to share ideas and
lessons learned when it comes to leveraging our existing fiber infrastructure to attract new businesses
and create jobs. Combining this groundwork with our innovation emphasis makes for exciting
possibilities in 2015.

While I'm privileged to be the messenger of good news in our city each year, it takes leadership to blend
vision with implementation. In Centennial, we have a great team of Council, Staff, and Contractors who
make Centennial shine. Two members of that team are wrapping up their own great performances on
City Council. Council Members Vorry Moon, District 1, and Keith Gardner, District 2 have served on
Council for half of the City’s existence and are term limited this year. Vorry is our senior statesman who
helped build Centennial’s solid foundation and continued to lead us forward while sharing his wisdom
with just the right adage. Keith has been a dedicated, “hands on” councilmember his constituents know
they can count on for help and we on council admire for his thorough, inquisitive attention to each issue
—and some dais amusement. Let’s hear their thoughts about serving...

Show Council Member video

Please join me in thanking Vorry and Keith for their service.

| appreciate your time and attention today while | shared Centennial’s news. | also hope you enjoyed
the work of our Rotarians and even had a little fun — remember that means you are “seriously
committed to mastery and high performance”

While 2014 was undoubtedly a year of great performances 2015 is all about thinking outside of the box,

being innovative, doing things differently and better. | look forward to working with each of you this
year.



