Understanding HAWK Signals

The City of Centennial, in partnership with South Suburban Parks and

Recreation District, has completed the installation of the City’s first
High intensity Activated crossWalK, or HAWK as it is commonly

known, on S. Holly St. at the Centennial Link Trail crossing (just north
of E. Arapahoe Rd.). This push-button activated hybrid beacon has

been shown to provide a safer crossing environment for pedestrians

and cyclists at similar locations nationwide.

How the HAWK Signal Operates

While different in appearance to the driver, to the pedestrian this
signal works the same as any push-button activated traffic signal
in Centennial. It stops traffic with a red indication allowing pedestrian
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s to cross safely.

Although it looks fairly similar to a traditional
signalized pedestrian crossing, the HAWK
functions a bit differently. The signal will remain
dark when not in use and goes through five
sequences after a pedestrian pushes the button:

1. The HAWK signal begins flashing yellow to
alert drivers someone will be using the crosswalk.

2. It then turns to solid yellow like a typical
traffic signal, advising drivers to prepare to stop.

3. The signal then turns solid red, requiring
drivers to stop at the stop line.

4. Finally, the signal flashes red, to let drivers
know that after coming to a complete stop, they
may proceed with caution if the pathway is clear.
This is the same movement they would make at
any other flashing red signal.

5. The signal then returns to a dark state.

Using a HAWK signal as a pedestrian is easy.
Simply push the button and wait for the WALK
indication to appear. It may take up to a minute
or so for the signal to change, depending on the
time of day. Be sure traffic has stopped before
entering the crosswalk. The FLASHING DON’'T
WALK signal will likely appear while crossing. The
countdown displays how much time remains to
cross the street.
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